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Dear Sir, 

I T always gives me pleafure when I fee gentlemen of known 
parts and learning reviewing any of our national antiquities, 
as one has a reafonable expeflation of having them better il- 
lurtrated; for though the modem antiquary may not perhaps be 
fuperior to his great predcceflors in point of fubftantial lite- 
rature, nor even equal them, yet he is poffelled of fome very 
Angular advantages ; he not only {lands upon their {houlders, 
but is fure to be diverted of all local prejudice and perfoual par- 
tiality ; he is not to be led away by every idle, perhaps legen- 
dary, ftory; nor will he pronounce haftily, without examining 
carefully and clofely, by calling to his aid reafon, experience, 
and probability; all which he will employ with liberality of 
fentiment, as well as with accuracy of defeription and ex- 
prefliou. 


Wherefore, 
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Wherefore, Sir, as 1 had formerly fcen myfelf the Ter- 
minus, or little obelilk, belonging to Croyland Abbey in Lin- 
colnlhire, I turned with avidity to Governor Pownall’s Obfcr- 
vations upon it, in the third volume of the Archaeologia. And 
conlidering the fraflure at the upper end of the Hone, as repre- 
fented ill the cut[<»], and the hiftory of its original extracted by 
the Governor from lngulphus, his conjecture concerning AIO 
and the other founders appeared to me at fird fight to be at- 
tended with a very high degree of probability, and I congra- 
tulated him iti my own mind on the felicity of it. But, upon 
fccond thoughts, certain objections againd his hypothecs have 
occurred to me, which, with all deference to the Governor’s 
great learning and fagacity, I will here take the liberty to date 
to you, relying on his liberal mind to receive them with the 
fame candour with which I mean to propofc them. 

The Governor fuppofes, that as five monks of Croyland, of 
which AIO is the lad named, fettled the boundaries of the 
abbey- lands in the reign of king Edward, about A. D. 948, the 
infeription is at prefent imperfeCl, the fird four names being 
broken od; and that Aio in the infeription, 

Aio hanc petram Guthlacus habet fibi metam, 

mud mean the lad-mentioned monk, and confequently that the 
infeription has been hitherto midrandated by thofe who have 
taken it for the verb Aio , or I Jay. 

Mr fird remark is, that the names of AIO and his com- 
panions cannot, with propriety, have any place here, fince the 
done was not ereCted by them, but by Turkctulus, the abbot, 
as is expreisly aderted by the liidorian[A], The five monks 

were 

[a] See the plate, p. 96. copied from Dr. Stukeley’s Itinerar. Curiof. 

[ 4 j Canccllariu* Turkctulus . . . . yjjit crucc> lapidaj tciminoruminnoviri. 

Again, 
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were nflifting, no doubt, in afeertaining the limits of the abbey- 
lands, but the crofies were creeled by the authority of the abbot. 

I observe next, that the infeription is evidently intended for 
a I.eonine, or rhyming verfe ; a fpecics of vcrliiication which, 
tlio’ not lb common as afterwards, was yet not unknown at this 
time[c], But now, if you detach the word Aio from the reft, 
and make it depend upon a former part of the legend now broken 
off, you will ablolutely fpoil the verfe; Aio confequently can 
never be a proper name. But here it may be afkeJ, Can this 
be a verfe, when lb lame in the metre, 0 in Aio being in (canning 
to be cut off? I reply, It may be an hexameter verle never- 
thclcfs, tiro’ a bad or a faulty one; half quantities, and other, 
offences againft rules, and even againft grammar, occurring per- 
petually in the miferable produftions of the bafer Latinity. 
This, how'ever, is no mighty miftake, the like being found in 
the beft authors. 

I object further, and lay great ftrefs upon it, that if you re- 
gard the figure of the ftone as there reprelented, running taper 
to the top, in the nature of a fmall obelilk, there could not be 
room for the other four names, Clarenbaldus , Swartingus , e Ihur - 
gurus, and Brunus. One cannot imagine, fuppofing any manner 

Again, p-.fuii tunc Turketulus cruccm lapideam .... et in boreali parte didlae 
infulac tunc ptfuit aliam erutem lapileam , which, it Teems, is the croCs in queflion. 
Once mote, ex boreali parte crucis lapideac per preedtHum Turteitilum ibidem affixae. 

[<] Zaclc. Sylvius in Pracf. ad Schol. Salcrnit. c. iv. fays, eriga ejsss veins et in- 
ctrta. See alfo Fabricii Bibl. I at. ii. p. 538, et iii. in Indice v. Leonini verfus, 
and Mr. Warton’s Hill, of Engl. Poctiy in Diflcrt. ii. The famous Epitaph on 
Bede, 

Hac funt in folia B.dx veuetahilis ofla, 

it probably aa old as A. D. 948. Archbilhop Ulher mull therefore he wrong in 
thinking the firft extant example was in Gul, PiclavenlU. Uflirii Syllogc Epiil. 
Hibern. p. 1 23- 1 38. 
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was doubtlcfs very acute and ingenious, yet it comes gut at I a ft, 
that the legend having been never larger than at prefent, our 
antiquaries have heretofore rightly interpreted it, and we con- 
fequently have no reafon to defert them. 


I am, Sik, 


Your moft obedient fervant. 


SAMUEL PEGGE. 
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